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1. PEACEBUILDING FUND
The Secretary-General’s Peacebuilding Fund (PBF) is the United Nations’ instrument of first resort to
respond to violent conflict. Since the General Assembly and the Security Council established the Fund
in 2005, the PBF has supported 55 countries recovering from or coping with violent conflict. The aim of
the Fund is to support interventions that are of direct relevance to peacebuilding processes and
address critical gaps in areas for which no other funding mechanisms are available. In response to the
1
Security Council resolutions on sustaining peace and global conflict dynamics, the PBF has evolved
from a post-conflict instrument to one that invests at all stages of conflict cycles: before, during and
after conflict.2

The PBF works in the following Priority and Focus Areas:
PRIORITY AREA

Responding to imminent threats

FOCUS AREA
Security Sector Reform

to the peace process, support for
the implementation of peace
agreements and political
dialogue

Rule of Law

Building and/or strengthening
national capacities to promote
coexistence and peaceful
resolution of conflict

National Reconciliation

Supporting efforts to revitalise the

Employment

economy and generate
immediate peace dividends for
the population at large

Establishing or re-establishing

essential administrative services
and related human and technical
capacities

Disarmament, Demobilisation and
Reintegration
Political dialogue (around specific
time-bound peace/political agreements)

Democratic Governance
Conflict Prevention/Management

Equitable access to social services

Strengthening of essential national state
capacity
Extension of state authority / local
administration
Governance of peacebuilding resources

1. A/RES/70/262 and S/RES/2282 (2016)
2. PBSO (2017): What does “sustaining peace” mean?
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2. BACKGROUND
G E N D E R P R O M OT I O N I N I T I AT I V E
3

Security Council resolution 1325 (2000) and subsequent resolutions on women, peace and security
recognize women’s key roles in the prevention and resolution of conflicts. The 2010 report of the
Secretary-General, as requested by resolution 1889 (2009), contained a Seven-Point Action Plan on
4
Gender-responsive Peacebuilding, which included a target of 15 per cent for UN peacebuilding
allocations to be focused on gender equality and women’s empowerment. In response, the PBF launched
its first Gender Promotion Initiative (GPI) in 2011. The initiative called for targeted peacebuilding projects on
gender equality and women’s empowerment. The Fund allocated $6.4 million to the first round of GPI
projects and this increased to $8.1 million to the second round of GPI projects in 2014. In 2015, the PBF
became the only UN Secretariat entity and first pooled UN fund to meet the 15 per cent target. The Fund
has now exceeded the target for five years in a row, reaching 40 per cent in 2019. Since 2011, the Fund has
invested over $75 million in 47 GPI projects in 24 countries.
YO U T H P R O M OT I O N I N I T I AT I V E
Security Council resolution 2250 (2015) on Youth, Peace and Security recognizes the important and
positive contribution of youth for the maintenance and promotion of international peace and security. In
response, the PBF launched its first Youth Promotion Initiative (YPI) in 2016. The initiative called for targeted
peacebuilding projects on youth inclusion and participation. The Fund increased its funding to the YPI from
$2.7 million in 2016 to $20.2 million in 2019. Since 2016, the PBF has invested over $57 million in 48 YPI projects
in 18 countries. To date, the YPI remains the largest funding measure in support of the implementation of
resolutions 2250 (2015) and 2419 (2018).
GYPI 2016-2019
Since 2016, the Fund has launched the GPI and the YPI together as the Gender and Youth Promotion
Initiative (GYPI). While being launched together in one call, the GPI and YPI are two separate initiatives
with interconnected but distinct aims. The initiatives aim to support new and innovative ways to break
down the different barriers faced by women and young people to engage in political and peacebuilding
processes and to facilitate their meaningful participation in these processes at all levels. Through the
initiatives, the Fund seeks to promote inclusive and bottom-up approaches to peacebuilding. Between
2016 and 2019, the PBF has invested 117.9 million USD in 95 GYPI projects in 23 countries. Out of the total
investment, 51 per cent was allocated to GPI projects and 49 per cent was allocated to YPI projects, 70 per
cent was allocated to UN agencies, funds and programmes (UN AFPs) and 30 per cent was allocated to
civil society organizations (CSOs).
C I V I L S OC IE T Y EN G AG EM EN T
Since 2016, the Fund has opened funding to CSOs through the GYPI, in addition to UN AFPs. Providing direct
5
funding to CSOs responds to the recommendations of the resolutions on sustaining peace, the
Secretary-General's report on Peacebuilding and Sustaining Peace (2018) and most recently, the UN
6
system-wide Community-Engagement Guidelines on Peacebuilding and Sustaining Peace (2020). These
recommendations aim at enhancing locally-led peacebuilding impact, strengthening mutually respectful
partnerships between the UN and civil society with a deeper understanding of local contexts, capitalizing
on the expertise, broader networks and closer relationships of local organizations and communities and
ensuring an inclusive approach, engaging the most hard-to-reach and marginalized populations. The
Missing Peace: Independent Progress Study on Youth, Peace and Security notes that it is also critical to
support and nurture the work done by youth-led CSOs, most of them being at the forefront of local
peacebuilding initiatives but operating with extremely low support and funding. As per these
recommendations, the PBF not only provides direct funding to CSOs, but also requires that GYPI applicants
demonstrate strong partnerships with local CSOs, in particular women- and youth-led organizations and
networks.
3. 1820 (2009); 1888 (2009); 1889 (2009); 1960 (2011); 2106 (2013); 2122 (2013); 2242 (2015), and 2467 (2019).
4. S/2010/466
5. A/RES/70/262 and S/RES/2282 (2016)
6. Forthcoming
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3. GENDER AND YOUTH PROMOTION INITIATIVE
2020
The PBF is pleased to announce the launch the GYPI 2020, contributing directly to the PBF Strategy
2020-2024. The overarching goal of the GYPI is to promote the positive roles of women and
youth (young women and men) in peacebuilding through new and innovative approaches.
Directly responding to challenges and gaps identified in the latest Secretary-General’s report on
Women Peace and Security, the first Secretary-General’s report on Youth Peace and Security,
and the Secretary-General's Call to Action for Human Rights, this year’s GYPI will focus
on two specific thematic areas:

WO M E N AND
YO UTH
L E ADE RS HI P

PR OTE C TION OF
WO M E N
AND YOU NG
PE AC E BUI LD ERS

Supporting women and youth leadership, representation and participation
in peacebuilding processes and implementation of peace agreements.
While progress has been made in raising awareness of the essential role
women and young people play in peacebuilding, core challenges remain,
including structural barriers limiting the participation of women and youth,
especially young women, and their capacity to influence decision-making.
Therefore, the GYPI seeks proposals supporting women and youth
leadership, representation and meaningful participation in formal and
informal peace processes, negotiating and implementing peace
agreements, peacebuilding and conflict resolution mechanisms, and
national and local decision-making.
Promoting human rights and protection of women and youth peacebuilders
and human rights defenders. Women and youth peacebuilders and human
rights defenders play an essential role in civil society and in political and
peacebuilding processes. They are often at the forefront in conflict and
post-conflict settings: carrying-out life-saving work, helping to secure
access to individuals and groups in situations of vulnerability, supporting the
development of self-reliance solutions and providing self-care support,
bridging communities and State institutions, transforming gender norms
and advancing social change, and contributing to (re)building responsive,
accountable and inclusive institutions. However, women and youth
peacebuilders and human rights defenders are often excluded,
marginalized, stigmatized, discriminated, specifically targeted and
subjected to violence. As stated in the latest Secretary-General’s report on
Women, Peace and Security, attacks and violence targeting women
human rights defenders and peacebuilders show unprecedented high
levels, including threats and harassment in the digital space, killings, sexual
violence, abductions, forced disappearances, physical assault and mob
violence.7 Therefore, in the context of the GYPI, protection includes
approaches and interventions which uphold the rights of women and youth
peacebuilders and human rights defenders. Protection also involves
measures that contribute to preventing or minimizing the risk of harm,
reduce any threats that can jeopardize their lives or physical integrity
and/or stop harm being inflicted to them.8

In addition, preference will be given to:
Joint UN-CSO projects, projects implemented by national CSOs and projects that demonstrate
strong partnerships with women- and youth-led organizations.
9

Projects that specifically target lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) youth.

7. S/2019/8008
8. OHCHR (2011): Manual on Human Rights Monitoring, Chapter 14: Protection of victims, witnesses and other cooperation persons
9. Learn more about UN FREE & EQUAL and LGBTI Equality: Frequently Asked Questions

3.

O RGANI ZAT I ONS
The PBF is accepting proposals from UN AFPs and CSOs. All applicants interested in applying to the GYPI
are advised to reach out to the PBF Secretariat and/or RC Office in the project country for guidance on
the GYPI process.10
This year, the Fund will be accepting three types of proposals: joint UN proposals, joint UN-CSO proposals
and CSO proposals. While both types of joint proposals will need to be submitted by the UN Country Teams
following the endorsement of the RC/SRSG/DSRSG, the CSO proposals will be submitted by the CSOs
independently:

UN CO UN TRY TEAMS

CIVIL S OCIETY O R GA NIZAT I ONS

Maximum of two GPI and two YPI
proposals per UNCT

Maximum of two GPI and two YPI
proposals per CSO globally

Grants from $800,000 to $1,5 million per
project

Grants from $300,000 to $1,5 million per
project

UNCTs can submit joint UN proposals with
up to three recipient UN organizations per
project

CSOs can submit solo CSO proposals
(submitted by the CSO independently) or
joint UN-CSO proposals (submitted by the
UNCT)

UNCTs can for the first time also submit
joint UN-CSO proposals with up to three
recipient organizations per project,
maximum two UN organizations and one
CSO (i.e. UN-UN-CSO or UN-CSO)

CSOs
organized
in
federations,
confederations or umbrella organizations
with
independent
international
or
national chapters will be considered as
one organization for the purpose of this
special call

COUNTRIE S
The call for proposals is open to UN AFPs and CSOs in countries formally declared eligible by the
Secretary-General to receive PBF funding as per April 2020. Therefore, the following 22 countries are
eligible for PBF funding for the GYPI 2020:
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cameroon
Central African
Republic
Chad

Côte d’Ivoire
Colombia
Democratic Republic
of the Congo
El Salvador
The Gambia

Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Haiti
Honduras
Liberia
Madagascar

Mali
Mauritania
Sierra Leone
Solomon Islands
Sri Lanka
Sudan

10. Please email info@pbfgypi.org for contact information of PBF Secretariats in a specific country
11. UN Peace Operations and Special Political Missions cannot be direct recipient organizations but are encouraged to support
GYPI projects as implementing partners
12. Please check the eligibility criteria for CSOs below

4.

C IV IL S OC IETY ORGAN I ZAT I ONS
In order to be declared eligible for the GYPI, CSOs must be assessed as technically, financially and legally
sound by the PBF and its fiduciary agent, the Multi-Partner Trust Fund Office. CSOs need to meet ALL the
criteria to be deemed eligible for this call and proof will be required at the concept note stage. In previous
rounds, the Fund has funded mostly international CSOs and some national CSOs. We urge all CSO
applicants to check the eligibility criteria before applying.13
CSO applicants must provide the following:

1.
2.

Proof of previously received funding from the PBF, UN, or any of the contributors to the
PBF14 in the project country (for example a grant agreement).
Proof of current valid formal registration as non-profit with a social mission for the
duration of the proposed project in 1) the country where the headquarters is located
and 2) the project country.
NOTE: If registration is done on an annual basis in the country, the organization must
have the current registration and obtain renewals for the duration of the project in order
to receive subsequent funding tranches.

3.
4.

Proof of tax exemption in 1) the country where the headquarters is located and 2) the
project country.
Audited financial statements of the last two calendar years, including:
The legal organization that will sign the agreement (and oversee the project
country, if applicable).
The signed auditor opinion letter. The letter from the auditor should also state
whether the auditor firm is designated as a nationally qualified audit firm.
The activities and budget of the project country.
NOTE: If the audited financial statements do not clearly include the in-country
activities and budget, the organization should provide the latest two audit reports for
a programme or project-based audits in the project country from the last two years.
NOTE: The organization needs to demonstrate an annual budget in the country of
project implementation that is at least twice the annualized grant amount sought from
the PBF, for both years. This means that for the smallest grant available of $300,000 (for
an 18-month project), the organization needs to demonstrate an annual budget of at
least $400,000.

5.

Latest annual report that includes the activities of the project country.

6.

Confirmation that the organization has worked at least three years in the project
country.

7.

Explanation of the organization’s legal structure.

13. Please note that in the second stage of the GYPI process, PBSO will also conduct a due diligence review regarding prevention
and response to sexual exploitation and abuse of selected CSO applicants
5.
14. Please find the list of PBF contributors for 2017-2019 in the annex

PR OJE C T GUI D ELI N ES
Projects must be submitted in English, French or Spanish.15
Project duration is maximum 18 months.
Projects must set aside at least 5 to 7 per cent of the budget for monitoring and evaluation, including
final independent evaluation and financial audit.
Projects must allocate at least 40 per cent of the requested grant to national/local civil society partners,
in particular women- and youth-led organizations, including direct sub grants, building capacities of
implementing partners and direct payment for implementation of activities.
GPI projects must meet the Gender Marker (GM) 3 criteria and have gender equality and women’s
empowerment (GEWE) as the principal objective of the project. YPI projects must meet at least the
GM2 criteria and have GEWE as a significant objective of the project. This includes GEWE issues being
integrated throughout the proposal, from the conflict analysis to the results framework, and a
dedicated budget allocation of at least 30 per cent of the requested grant to GEWE. YPI projects that
do not meet the GM2 criteria will not be considered. YPI projects that have a GM3 and target young
women specifically will be positively considered.16

RE V IE W C RI T ERI A
CRITERIA

INNOVATION

GENDER /
YOUTH
APPROACH

PEACEBUILDING
APPROACH

CO N S UL TAT I O N
AN D
PA RT N ERSH I P
W I T H LOCA L
AC TORS

QUESTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION
Does the proposal explain clearly what is innovative about the project and
why it is innovative in the specific context?
Does the proposal include any innovative partnerships?
Does the proposal include testing out any new approaches or methodologies?
Does the proposal include the application of technology or Big Data?
Does the proposal clearly fall into one of the two thematic areas of this year
(women and youth leadership / protection and human rights)?
Does the proposal put women and/or youth at the centre of the project?
Were women and/or young people meaningfully involved in identifying
project priorities and designing the project interventions? What about womenand/or youth-led organizations?
GPI proposal: does it meet the Gender Marker 3 criteria?
YPI proposal: does it meet at least the Gender Marker 2 criteria?
Does the project fall within one of the four PBF priority areas? 17
Are the peacebuilding outcomes formulated in a way which makes the
expected institutional or behavioural change clear? Do the outcomes address
any structural barriers to the participation and inclusion of women and/or
young people?
Does the Theory of Change demonstrate a clear link between the proposed
interventions/activities and the expected peacebuilding outcomes?
Does the project have an inclusive and bottom-up approach where local
stakeholders (e.g. women, young people, local leaders, communities) and
implementing partners (e.g. national/local CSOs, national/local authorities)
have been consulted and have contributed to the identification of project’s
objectives and interventions?
Does the project specify any partnerships being established with womenand/or youth-led organizations?

15. Spanish applications can be submitted either through the French or English application form
16. Please review the PBF Guidance Note on Gender Marker Scoring
17. Find the list of PBF priority and focus areas on page 1

6.

CRITERIA
CO N F L I C T
AN A L YSI S

FOC US ED
IN T ERV EN T I O NS

TA RG ET I N G

QUESTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION
Does the conflict analysis clearly identify the main conflict factors relevant to the
project? Does it consider the main peacebuilding challenges? What about the
main actors and the dynamics between them?
Is the conflict analysis gender- and age-responsive? Are women and youth
considered as diverse groups (e.g. in terms of race, religion, ethnicity,
socio-economic background, sexual orientation, political affiliation etc.) with
diverse experiences and needs?
Does the conflict analysis identify any existing/potential actors for peace and
clear entry points for peacebuilding?
Are the proposed interventions and results coherent with the conflict analysis? Do
they clearly and directly respond to one or more main issues identified?
Does the proposal identify focused interventions in one or two main areas rather
than aiming to address too many issues in one project?
Does the proposal have a realistic level of ambition given the time frame and
budget?
Is the proposal clear about its contribution to laying the groundwork for
larger-scale social, cultural or structural changes rather than setting as the
project’s aim the full realisation of large-scale change?
Is it clear which geographic areas will be targeted and why?
Is it clear which beneficiaries will be targeted and why, including any further
selection criteria to be developed and indicative numbers of beneficiaries?
Does the proposal steer clear of broad classifications of beneficiaries, such as
“youth” or “women”? Does the proposal explain which youth or women the
project will work with and how they will be identified?
Is there a strong Do No Harm approach?

LIN K AG ES
B ET W EEN
P ROJ EC T
AND EX I S T I N G
P EAC EBUI L DI NG
P RI ORI T I ES

Does the proposal demonstrate coherence with any existing strategic
peacebuilding frameworks by the Government or the UN?
Does the project complement the existing PBF portfolio in the country and fill a
specific peacebuilding gap?
Does the project leverage national commitments and action on
gender-responsive and/or youth-inclusive peacebuilding?
Will the project foster any partnerships on gender-responsive peacebuilding and/or
youth-inclusive peacebuilding among existing national structures?

IMPLE MENTATION
CAPACITY

Does the proposal demonstrate and leverage existing capacity, knowledge
and experience on the ground to implement the proposed peacebuilding
activities focused on gender and/or youth? 18, 19, 20

VA LUE F OR
MON EY

Does the project demonstrate value for money through its management and
accountability mechanisms?
Is the proposal clear on why the project is cost-effective and on measures that
will be taken to ensure cost-effectiveness?
Will at least 40 per cent of the budget be allocated to national/local CSOs?
Will this include any capacity building of local partners and/or direct sub grants
to women- and/or youth-led organization?
Are the staffing costs not more than 20 per cent of the total budget?

18. The PBF aims at financing country-driven initiatives. Organizations must show sufficient in-country capacity for implementation and hiring
of new staff must be well justified.
19. For CSOs: PBF will not fund personnel at HQ or regional level except for time spent in the country of implementation. A detailed
breakdown of staff costs and location will be required.
7.
20. For UNCTs: PBSO encourages budgeting for international and national UN Volunteers.

5. APPLICATION PROCESS
T WO S TAG E S

The application process for the GYPI 2020 is structured in two stages:
1 . CONCEPT NOTES: Applicants should register and submit their concept notes through an online
application platform at www.pbfgypi.org. The deadline for submission of concept notes is the 1st of
June at 23:59, New York time. A Project Appraisal Committee will review the applications against the
outlined criteria and will invite selected submissions to be developed into full project proposals.
2 . FULL PROJECT PROPOSALS: Applicants who are invited to the second and last stage will have
approximately six weeks to develop and submit full project proposals. Full project proposals will also
require signatures by 1) the representatives of the recipient organizations 2) the representative of the
national counterpart (e.g. Minister) and 3) the senior-most resident UN representative in the country
(RC/SRSG/DSRSG). The Project Appraisal Committee will reconvene to review the full project proposals
and make its final selection.

TIMELINE

21

STAGE 1
(TBC) Webinar:
Women and Youth
Leadership,
representation
and participation

AP RIL

Launch
GYPI 2020

06
A PRIL

13

20

(TBC) Webinar:
GYPI 2020 + Q&A

AP R I L

APR I L

(TBC) Open online
application
portal

22

(TBC) Webinar:
Human Rights and
protection of women
and youth
peacebuilders

01
MAY

JU NE
01

Deadline
concept notes

STAGE 2
OCTOBER
SEP

Deadline for
submission of full
project
proposals

Communication
of second stage
results

OCT

NOV E M B E R

D E CE M B E R
NOV

Disbursement of
funds 22, 23

21. The timeline is subject to change, the PBF will closely monitor developments regarding COVID-19 and adjust the timeline if
needed
22. For UNCTs: funds will only be transferred once all other terminated projects for which the RUNO has received past funding in the
given country have been financially and operationally closed in line with PBF rules and regulations (not referring to recently
approved and ongoing PBF projects in country)
23. For CSOs: funds will only be transferred once the Multi-Partner Trust Fund Office has cleared the CSO for eligibility
8.

GUIDANCE FOR ONL INE A P P L ICAT I O N
Applicants must register at www.pbfgypi.org before starting the online application process. For joint UN
projects, the convening UN entity should register and submit on behalf of project partners after having
received the endorsement of the RC/SRSG/DSRSG. For joint UN-CSO projects, the convening UN entity
should also register and submit on behalf of project partners after having received the endorsement of
the RC/SRSG/DSRSG. For CSO projects, the direct CSO recipient must register and submit the application
independently.
U N a p p l i ca n t s : must upload a cover letter with the endorsement of the submission by the
RC/SRSG/DSRSG addressed to the Assistant Secretary-General for Peacebuilding Support, Mr. Oscar
Fernandez-Taranco.
C S O a p p l i ca nt s : must upload:

Cover letter by the Head of Organization addressed to the Assistant Secretary-General for
Peacebuilding Support, Mr. Oscar Fernandez-Taranco.
All eligibility documents as described on page 5 (including proof of previous funding, formal
registration, proof of tax exemption, audited financial statements and annual report, etc).
Online application process step-by-step:
1.

Check if your organization meets ALL the eligibility criteria

2.

Have ALL eligibility documents ready

3.

Register through www.pbfgypi.org

4.

Start application process

5.

Submit application by 1 June

9.

Please find below some useful resources for the development of GYPI concept notes and full project
proposals:
PBF website
GYPI website
GYPI Webinar on Introduction to the PBF (PBSO, 2017)
GYPI Webinar on Youth-inclusive Peacebuilding (PBSO, 2017)
GYPI Webinar on Gender-responsive Peacebuilding (PBSO, 2017)
GYPI Webinar on Conflict Analysis and Theory of Change (PBSO, 2017)
GYPI Webinar on Monitoring and Evaluation (PBSO, 2017)
GYPI Webinar on CSO Eligibility (PBSO, 2018)
PBF Guidelines on PBF funds application and programming (PBSO, 2019)
PBF Guidance Note on Youth and Peacebuilding (PBSO, 2019)
PBF Guidance Note on Gender Marker Scoring (PBSO, 2019)
Guidance on Sustaining Peace (PBSO, 2017)
Pathways for Peace: Inclusive Approaches to Preventing Violent Conflict (UN-World Bank, 2018)
The Missing Peace: Independent Progress Study on Youth Peace and Security (2018)
Global Study on the Implementation of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 (UN
Women, 2015)
The Highest Aspiration: A Call to Action for Human Rights (2020)
Human Rights Defenders: Protecting the Right to Defend Human Rights (OHCHR)
Sourcebook on Women, Peace and Security (UN Women, 2012)
Guiding Principles on Young People's Participation in Peacebuilding (IANYD, 2016)
Practice Note on Young People’s Participation in Peacebuilding (IANYD, 2016)
Young Women in Peace and Security: at the Intersection of the YPS and WPS Agendas (UN Women,
2018)
Series on Inclusive Peace Processes (UN Women, 2018)

10.

7. ANNEXES
CO NTR IBUTO RS TO TH E P BF
List of contributors to the Peacebuilding Fund between 2017 and 2019:
Argentina
Australia
Bangladesh
Belgium
Canada
Chile
Cyprus

Denmark
Estonia
European Union
France
Germany
India
Indonesia

Ireland
Italy
Japan
Liberia
Luxembourg
Netherlands
New Zealand

Norway
Pakistan
Peru
Poland
Portugal
Republic of Korea
Slovak Republic

Spain
Sweden
Switzerland
Turkey
United Kingdom
United States of America

CO NC E PT NOTE T EMP L ATE FOR U NCT A PPL ICATIO NS

REGISTRATION

INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED

WORD LIMIT

Account details: username (e-mail address)
and password
Organization name and acronym

The convening recipient UN organization (RUNO) of the proposal should
register and submit the application on behalf of project partners after
having received the endorsement of the RC/SRSG/DSRSG.

Organization type (UN)
Country of proposal

APPLICANT
AINFORMATION

EXPLANATION / REQUIREMENT

Only countries that are currently formally declared eligible by the
Secretary-General to receive PBF funds are eligible for the GYPI.

Which initiative: GPI/YPI
Convening recipient UN organization
(RUNO) name and acronym

A maximum of 2 proposals per initiative (2 for GPI and 2 for YPI) can be
submitted per UNCT. UNCT applications need to be endorsed by the
RC/SRSG/DSRSG.

Street address, city, state/province,
zip/postal code, country

11.

INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED

EXPLANATION / REQUIREMENT

WORD LIMIT

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Head of convening organization info: prefix,
name, title, phone, e-mail
Key contact info: prefix, name, title, phone,
e-mail
Additional contact (if applicable)
Are you submitting a joint UN proposal or a
joint UN-CSO proposal?

Provide names of additional recipient
organization(s) and specify type of
organization (UN or CSO)
Do all the recipient organizations have
established presence in the project
country?

GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION

UNCTs can submit joint UN proposals with up to three recipient UN
organizations per project or joint UN-CSO proposals with up to three recipient
organizations per project, maximum two UN organizations and one CSO (i.e.
UN-UN-CSO or UN-CSO).

PBF considers established presence in the country if an organization has: a
functioning country office, in-country staff, operational and procurement
capacities in the country

Project Title
Project country

Only countries that are currently formally declared eligible by the
Secretary-General to receive PBF funds are eligible for the GYPI.

Requested grant amount for the project

Min. USD 800,000
Max. USD 1,500,000

Total project duration in months

The maximum duration of projects is 18 months. The official start date of the
project will be the date of transfer of funds by MPTFO (expected in December).

Which PBF priority area and PBF focus
area best summarizes the aim of the
project?

Please select one main PBF priority area of out of the 4 options and specify
the PBF focus area which best summarizes the aim of the project.

Please list implementing partners on the
ground: name of organization and type
of organization (Government, CSO, UN,
other)

Implementing partners can be Government, CSOs, UN and others that would
not receive direct funds from PBF but who will be essential for the design,
planning and implementation of the project. Implementing partners may
receive grants from direct PBF recipients to carry out specific project activities.
PBF does not accept proposals without national/local implementing partners.

12.

GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION

INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED

EXPLANATION / REQUIREMENT

Are any of the implementing partners
women- or youth-led? If yes: please list them

PBF strongly encourages partnering with women- and/or youth-led
organizations and engaging them during the design, planning, implementation
and monitoring of the project.

Estimated amount and percentage to be
allocated to national/local CSOs

PBF requests at least 40% of the requested budget to be allocated to national/
local CSOs as implementing partners.

Estimated amount and percentage to be
allocated towards Gender Equality and
Women Empowerment (GEWE)
Gender Marker Score

Please select one of the Gender Marker (GM) scores. GM3 = 80%-100% to be
allocated to GEWE. GM2 = 30%-80% to be allocated to GEWE.
GPI projects must be GM3 and YPI projects can be either GM3 or GM2.

Will new staff be recruited for this project? If
yes, how many (estimate)

PBF will only fund staff in country of implementation or time of staff spend
there.

Estimated amount and percentage to be
allocated to staffing

PBF encourages allocating no more than 20% of the requested grant to
staffing (unless a convincing justification for a higher amount is provided).

Brief Project Summary

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

WORD LIMIT

MAX 100 WORDS

Gender- and age-responsive conflict
analysis

Please provide a brief conflict analysis (problem identification and underlying
causes, including gender and age dimensions). YPI projects also need to
include a gender analysis. YPI projects that do not integrate gender equality as
a cross-cutting dimension will not be considered.

MAX 600 WORDS

Project-level Theory of Change

a. Describe the causal relationship between the proposed intervention and the
expected peacebuilding (and GEWE/youth empowerment) outcomes
b. Indicate how the expected peacebuilding outcomes will be measured

MAX 200 WORDS

Please list up to 3 project outcomes and:
a) provide an estimate of the budget
per outcome
b) provide an estimate of the amount
allocated to GEWE per outcome
c) list up to 4 outputs per outcome
d) list the key activities per output
Please briefly describe why the project is
innovative

MAX 400 WORDS

MAX 100 WORDS

13.

INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Please briefly describe the gender
considerations of the project

EXPLANATION / REQUIREMENT
YPI projects that do not integrate gender equality as a cross-cutting
dimension will not be considered.

What geographic areas of the country will
this project be targeting?
Who will be project beneficiaries and how will
they be identified?

MAX 100 WORDS

MAX 100 WORDS

Please include the selection criteria for the beneficiaries.
MAX 100 WORDS

How does the project:
1) link to the national peacebuilding strategy
2) complement the PBF portfolio in the
country
3) fill a specific peacebuilding gap in the
country
Please briefly describe:
1) how the implementing partners, including
national/local CSOs, have been involved in
the design of the project
2) how funds will be allocated to
national/local CSOs

WORD LIMIT

MAX 200 WORDS

Please elaborate on how implementing partners have been engaged in the
design of the project and how at least 40 per cent of the requested grant will
be allocated to national/local CSOs (including how partners will be identified,
how they will be contracted, what activities they will implement etc).

How did COVID-19 impact the development
of this concept note and how did you or will
you address these challenges?

MAX 300 WORDS

MAX 300 WORDS

DOCUMENTS

Cover letter from the RC/(D)SRSG addressed
to the ASG for Peacebuilding Support, Mr.
Oscar Fernandez-Taranco
Cover letter from the Head of CSO addressed
to the Assistant Secretary-General for
Peacebuilding Support, Mr. Oscar
Fernandez-Taranco

IF JOINT UN-CSO PROPOSAL: Please also submit all the required eligibility
documents for the CSO recipient.

Currently valid registration as a non-profit in
the country where the headquarters is located
Currently valid tax exemption proof in the
country where the headquarters is located
Currently valid registration as a non-profit in
the project country

14.

INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED

EXPLANATION / REQUIREMENT

WORD LIMIT

Currently valid tax exemption proof in the
project country
Latest annual report of the organization that
includes its work in the project country

DOCUMENTS

Proof of previously received funding from the
PBF, the UN or a contributor to the PBF in the
project country
Audited financial statements of 2019 signed
by auditor (if available)
Audited financial statements of 2018 signed
by auditor
Audited financial statements of 2017 signed
by auditor
Any other financial audit reports at country
level

The audited financial statements must include the following:
The legal organization that will sign the agreement (and oversee the
project country, if applicable).
The signed auditor opinion letter. The letter from the auditor should also
state whether the auditor firm is designated as a nationally qualified
audit firm.
The activities and budget in the project country.
NOTE: If the audited financial statements do not clearly include the
in-country activities and budget, the organization should provide the latest
two audit reports for a programme or project in the project country from the
last two years.
NOTE: The organization needs to demonstrate an annual budget in the
country of project implementation that is at least twice the annualized grant
amount sought from the PBF, for both years. This means that for the smallest
grant available of $300,000, the organization needs to demonstrate an
annual budget of at least $400,000.

15.

CO NC E PT NOTE TEMP L ATE FOR C S O A PPL ICATIO NS

REGISTRATION

INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED

EXPLANATION / REQUIREMENT

WORD LIMIT

Account details: username (e-mail address)
and password
Organization name and acronym
Organization type (CSO)
Country of proposal

Only countries that are currently formally declared eligible by the
Secretary-General to receive PBF funds are eligible for the GYPI.

APPLICANT
AINFORMATION

Which initiative: GPI/YPI
Recipient non-UN organization
(NUNO) name and acronym

A maximum of 2 proposals per initiative (2 GPI and 2 YPI) can be submitted
per organization globally.

Street address, city, state/province,
zip/postal code, country
Head of convening organization info: prefix,
name, title, phone, e-mail
Key contact info: prefix, name, title, phone,
e-mail
Additional contact (if applicable)
Website/social media page
Has your organization ever received
funding from the PBF, a UN entity or a
contributor to the PBF in the project
country?

PBF can only fund CSOs that have previously received funding by the
UN, the PBF or any of the contributors to the PBF.

Please briefly describe how your
organization is legally structured (e.g. local/
regional/global organization) and which
specific legal entity will enter into the legal
agreement for the PBF grant

16.

INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED

EXPLANATION / REQUIREMENT

WORD LIMIT

APPLICANT INFORMATION

How many countriesis your organization
active in?
Does the organization have established
presence in the project country?

PBF considers established presence in the country if an organization has: a
functioning country office, in-country staff, operational and procurement
capacities in the country.

Is your organization formally registered in
the project country?
For how many years has your organization
been working in the project country?

PBF can only fund CSOs that have been working in the project country for at
least 3 years.

How many staff does your organization
have globally?
How many staff does your organization
have in the project country?
What was your organization’s global annual
budget in 2019?
What was your organization’s global annual
budget in 2018?

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

What was your organization’s annual
budget in the project country in 2019?
What was your organization’s annual
budget in the project country in 2018?
Project Title
Project country

Only countries that are currently formally declared eligible by the
Secretary-General to receive PBF funds are eligible for the GYPI.

Requested grant amount for the project

Min. USD 300,000
Max. USD 1,500,000

Total project duration in months

The maximum duration of projects is 18 months. The official start date of the
project will be the date of transfer of funds by MPTFO (expected in December).

Which PBF priority area and PBF focus
area best summarizes the aim of the
project?

Please select one main PBF priority area of out of the 4 options and specify
the PBF focus area which best summarizes the aim of the project.

17.

GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION

INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED

EXPLANATION / REQUIREMENT

Please list implementing partners on the
ground: name of organization and type of
organization (Government, CSO, UN, other)

Implementing partners can be Government, Civil Society Organizations, UN
and others, that don’t receive direct funds from PBF but who will be essential
for the design, planning and implementation of the project. Implementing
partners may receive grants from direct PBF recipients to implement specific
project activities. PBF does not accept proposals without national/local
implementing partners.

Are any of the implementing partners
women- or youth-led? If yes: please list them

PBF strongly encourages partnering with women- and/or youth-led
organizations and engaging them during the design, planning, implementation
and monitoring of the project.

Estimated amount and percentage to be
allocated to national/local CSOs

PBF requests at least 40% of the requested budget to be allocated to national/
local CSOs as implementing partners.

WORD LIMIT

Estimated amount and percentage to be
allocated towards Gender Equality and
Women Empowerment (GEWE)
Gender Marker Score

Please select one of the Gender Marker (GM) scores. GM3 = 80%-100% going to
GEWE. GM2 = 30%-80% going to GEWE.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

GPI projects must be GM3 and YPI projects can be either GM3 or GM2

Will new staff be recruited for this project? If
yes, how many (estimate)

PBF will only fund staff in country of implementation or time of staff spend
there.

Estimated amount and percentage to be
allocated to staffing

PBF encourages allocating no more than 20% of the requested grant to
staffing (unless a convincing justification for a higher amount is provided).
MAX 100 WORDS

Brief Project Summary
Gender- and age-responsive conflict
analysis

Please provide a brief conflict analysis (problem identification and underlying
causes, including gender and age dimensions). YPI projects also need to
include a gender analysis. YPI projects that do not integrate gender equality as
a cross-cutting dimension will not be considered.

Project-level Theory of Change

a. Describe the causal relationship between the proposed intervention and the
expected peacebuilding (and GEWE/youth empowerment) outcomes
b. Indicate how the expected peacebuilding outcomes will be measured

MAX 600 WORDS

MAX 200 WORDS

18.

INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED

EXPLANATION / REQUIREMENT

Please list up to 3 project outcomes and:
a) provide an estimate of the budget per
outcome
b) provide an estimate of the amount
allocated to GEWE per outcome
c) list up to 4 outputs per outcome
d) list the key activities per output

WORD LIMIT
MAX 400 WORDS

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Please briefly describe why the project is
innovative
Please briefly describe the gender
considerations of the project

YPI projects that do not integrate gender equality as a cross-cutting dimension
will not be considered.

What geographic areas of the country will
this project be targeting?
Who will be project beneficiaries and how will
they be identified?

MAX 100 WORDS

Please include the selection criteria for the beneficiaries.

How does the project:
1) link to the national peacebuilding strategy
2) complement the PBF portfolio in the
country
3) fill a specific peacebuilding gap in the
country
Please briefly describe:
1) how the implementing partners, including
national/local CSOs, have been involved in
the design of the project
2) how funds will be allocated to
national/local CSOs
How did COVID-19 impact the
development of this concept note and how
did you or will you address these
challenges?

MAX 100 WORDS

MAX 100 WORDS

MAX 200 WORDS

Please elaborate on how implementing partners have been engaged in the
design of the project and how at least 40 per cent of the requested grant will
be allocated to national/local CSOs (including how partners will be identified,
how they will be contracted, what activities they will implement etc).

MAX 300 WORDS

MAX 300 WORDS

19.

INFORMATION TO BE PROVIDED

EXPLANATION / REQUIREMENT

WORD LIMIT

Cover letter from the Head of CSO
addressed to the Assistant Secretary-General
for Peacebuilding Support, Mr. Oscar
Fernandez-Taranco
Currently valid registration as a non-profit in
the country where the headquarters is
located
Currently valid tax exemption proof in the
country where the headquarters is located

DOCUMENTS

Currently valid registration as a non-profit in
the project country
Currently valid tax exemption proof in the
project country
Latest annual report of the organization that
includes its work in the project country
Proof of previously received funding from the
PBF, the UN or a contributor to the PBF in the
project country
Audited financial statements of 2019 signed
by auditor (if available)
Audited financial statements of 2018 signed
by auditor
Audited financial statements of 2017 signed
by auditor

The audited financial statements must include the following:
The legal organization that will sign the agreement (and oversee the
project country, if applicable).
The signed auditor opinion letter. The letter from the auditor should also
state whether the auditor firm is designated as a nationally qualified
audit firm.
The activities and budget in the project country.
NOTE: If the audited financial statements do not clearly include the
in-country activities and budget, the organization should provide the latest
two audit reports for a programme or project in the project country from the
last two years.
NOTE: The organization needs to demonstrate an annual budget in the
country of project implementation that is at least twice the annualized grant
amount sought from the PBF, for both years. This means that for the smallest
grant available of $300,000, the organization needs to demonstrate an
annual budget of at least $400,000.
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